
ANIMA CINEFEST
2025

SOUVENIR PROGRAM GUIDE
October 28

THE ULTIMATE FRAME BY FRAME ANIMATED EXPERIENCE

•

http://www.orbitalsound.biz




http://www.orbitalsound.biz


TABLE OF CONTENTS

Broken Potato
Boom Boom Time

Letters From Little Jimmy
D. S. al Coda

In Half
Gaspar
Sublime

Love & Gold
Children of Earth

Dream Rift
Matriphagy
Sine Anima
The Boat



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Whale of Rebirth







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Shui Yuan (Water), B. A.  1999, is an independent first time student animation film 
making director and illustrator. She graduated from the animation Department of  
China Academy of Art in 2021 and now lives in Shanghai. Instagram: AMPisland

SYNOPSIS
With one after another booms, large holes suddenly appeared in the town. No one 
knew what the holes were or where they came from. Curiosity  seekers were swarm-
ing all over the town and everyone tried to take advantage of these holes to do what 
they wanted all the time.

DIRECTOR'S INTERPRETATION:
There is a small hole in the potato, each slice of the hole is shaped differently. When 
you don't know what the hole is, you know what the hole is. This is a film that can 
be read. Each frame will provide an overload of information by which to catch up 
with the speed of the modern world. Taking the hole as an excuse, but nothing to 
do with the hole.

Director Water's testimony, which has been made public for the first time, is that we 
don't know what it is, but it doesn't affect everyone, because it doesn't matter what 
it is. What's more important is to see how we can make use of it.

If I were a viewer, I'd be watching.
 If I were a consumer, I would buy products related to the hole.

  If I were a businessman, I would also take shortcuts.
   If I'm a journalist, I'll also make a fuss.

    If I were a director, I would make a film out of it

•





STILL FRAMES



The 17th China International Cartoon & Animation Festival
Hangzhou

China
September 29, 2021

"Golden Monkey King" Awards

The 21st Beijing Film Academy Animation Academy Award
Beijing

November 12, 2021
Beijing Premiere

Experimental Innovation Award

2022 The Short Movie Club Film Festival "NEFILTRAVANAE KINO"
Minsk
Belarus

March 25, 2022
Belarus Premiere

Honorable Mention

2022 17th Athens Animfest
Greece

March 17, 2022
Greece Premiere

3rd Prize in Student Competition

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection

AWARDS







DIRECTOR’S BIOS

•

Hazen Blackrose and his writing partner Senga Nerate, much like Daman Albern 
who created Gorillaz, prefer to keep their real selves anonymous behind noms de 
plume and in-game avatars.

The Winking Crow is a collective with a mission to promote live performance in 
rolepla game servers and to help artists achieve their goals both in game and in the 
wider online world.

The Winking Crow | The Home For Gaming Artists
www.thewinkingcrow.com





STILL FRAMES



AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection
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Celebrity Jurist 2025







DIRECTOR’S BIO

David Graham is a Scottish animator living and working in Finland. 

The absurd nature of life is a loose theme running through my work. I treat serious 
subject matter in a lighthearted fashion,giving more wight, sympathy and emphasis 
to mundane issues.

I often respond to societal and political oddities in my work. In short, I am interest-
ed in creating a little world that is not to dissimilar to the one we live in, making the 
viewers laugh and see their everyday life in a new light.

I have an MFA degree from the USA and A BA (Hons ) in Visual Communication 
from  Scotland. I also attended a 3 month animation course at the University of the 
West of England. My films have been shown at Helsinki's Animatricks Internation-
al Animation Festival, Linoleum Contemporary Animation and Media Festival in 
Ukraine, The Honolulu Museum of Art  Doris Duke Theater and Spike & Mikes 
Gauntlet of Animation in the USA. 

•
www.instagram.com/davegrahamart

http://www.instagram.com/davegrahamart




STILL FRAMES



AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Maxime Wattrelos, Jérémy Trochet, Louis Cocquet, FranÇois Mainguet,
Emma Feret, Rachel Cuvilliez, and Florian Lecocq have graduated from the Piktura 
school in Roubaix, France. In 2024, they co-directed the short film "D. S. al Coda".

SYNOPSIS
Consumed by the fear of becoming deaf, Yann draws and memorizes the sounds 
around him.

•





STILL FRAMES



AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Jorge Morais Valle is a distinguished independent filmmaker and artist hailing from 
Vigo, Spain. His artistic journey commenced at a young age, deeply entwined with 
various disciplines, including drawing, painting, and sculpture. Notably, sculpture 
emerged as his primary focus early in his creative development.

Morais entered the realm of graffiti and mural painting during his formative years, 
where he cultivated a unique style of expression that garnered the attention of com-
mercial brands seeking artistic and advertising collaborations. This early exposure 
facilitated his transition into the fields of decoration and theatrical stage design, 
where he successfully led teams on projects across Spain and Portugal, even before 
completing his secondary education.

Throughout is career in Fine Arts, Morais adeptly navigated various professional 
realms, including scenography, painting, and illustration in both Galicia and Por-
tugal. His multifaceted experiences culminated in a series of collaborative projects, 
painting exhibitions, and advertising campaigns. He also spearheaded a collective 
of emerging artists known as New Order Productions, which enriched his artistic 
repertoire and honed his leadership capabilities - qualities that would later empow-
er him to venture into the field of animation following his graduation from the 
Faculty of Fine Arts.

In 2010, Morais premiered his inaugural short film, The Painter of Skies, as the 
capstone project for his Master's degree in animation. The film garnered significant 
national and international acclaim, achieving selection in over 300 festivals and 
amassing 125 awards globally.

•





STILL FRAMES



AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Enrique Gustavo Tapia is a graphic designer and university teaching diploma holder
with 25 years of experience in the audiovisual field. Specializing in stop-motion 
animation and prosthetic special effects applied to film, television, and advertising, 
both in Chile and internationally.

Awarded nationally and internationally for his work in animation, particularly in 
TV series, children's content, and advertising campaigns. Also recognized as a uni-
versity lecturer and for his contributions to anti-bullying campaigns.

Throughout his career, he has worked with major clients such as ChilevisiÓn, TVN, 
Canal 13, Discovery Kids, Coca-Cola, Movistar, Disney, Walmart, and HBO Latam 
(Game of Thrones). He contributed as a sculptor and character fabricator in the 
short film Bestia, nominated for the 2022 Academy Award, and in the Casa Lobo 
exhibition. Additionally, he worked on the Chilean film Los HiperbÓreos and re-
cently directed and animated the stop-motion short Gaspar.

"Gaspar" is  inspired by a true story, rooted in a Chile where the scars of a past dic-
tatorship still remain. In a society where many deny the truths they carry within 
themselves, "Gaspar" reflects that hidden pain, the denial of a past that is never 
shown  to the world. The film is a visual poetry, with a theatrical language and  a 
strong emphasis on physical expressions, where the character celebrates with an 
empty cup, and his pride is symbolized through the varying sizes of the frames sur-
rounding him.

•

The character, who has no mouth, embodies the struggle to express the unspoken. 
The characters are designed with paper textures, 
and dance without words, conveying their emotions 
through the body and sounds. "Gaspar" is a personal 
reflection on the marks of the past, denial, and the 

struggle to find a voice amidst silence.





STILL FRAMES



AWARDS

Festival Chilemonos (Academy Award    Qualifying)
Chile

May 25, 2025
Latin American Premiere

Official Selection

Anima Latina - Latin American Animation Film Festival
Argentina

June 22, 2025
Argentina Premiere

Official Selection

Our Fest - International Stop Motion Festival
Argentina

July 10, 2025
Official Selection

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

North American Premiere
OCtober 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection

Festival Desanimados
Chile

March 2025
Official Selection

®  







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Marie Heribel, Candice Yernaux, Juliette Buysschaert, Camille Leroy, Joséphine 
Vendeville, Martin Laurent and Lucas Fourtrier are graduates from the Piktura 
school in Roubaix, France. In 2024, they co-directed the short film "Sublime".

SYNOPSIS
In a society where beauty is revered like a deity, a doll seeks to find her place.

•





STILL FRAMES



Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection

AWARDS











DIRECTOR’S BIO

Connor Van Dyke is from Burbank, California. He moved to Utah to study an-
imation at Brigham Young University. He loves fantasy books and tabletop role 
playing games, and enjoys crafting fantastical stories in his writing and drawings. 
He lived in Albania for two years and draws on his experience there to influence 
his personal and professional work. He speaks fluent Albanian and wishes he had 
more people to practice with.

SYNOPSIS
Two thieves enter the same dungeon searching for a gem worth incredible wealth, 
but what they find along the way is worth more than all the treasure in the dun-
geon combined.

•
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AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Chih Hao Shen is an internationally awarded writer, director, and multidisci-
plinary creator, recognized with honors including Best Animated Short, Best 
Short Film, and Best Visual Effects.

His work blends animation, documentary, and experimental film, focusing on 
global themes such as environmental protection, human rights, animal welfare, 
and education.

His films have been featured at the International Red Cross Film Festival in Bul-
garia, SUNCINE Environmental Film Festival in Spain, and Clearmont-Ferrand 
Short Film Market in France.

He has published over ten books and led the Chinese-language merchandise de-
sign for The Lord of the Rings trilogy.

Through cinematic storytelling, he seeks to foster a deeper awareness toward 
Earth, life, and our shared future.

SYNOPSIS
Aboard a miniature vessel, the children drift between memory and imagina-
tion. Across a scaled-down Earth, they sail like messengers of time, gathering the 
dreams and fragments humanity left behind - and rediscovering the quiet lan-
guage we once shared with the planet: tenderness and hope.

•





STILL FRAMES



XVI Festival de Cine-Infancia y Adolescencia
Bogata

Columbia
Official Selection

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection

AWARDS







Chih Hao Shen is an internationally awarded writer, director, and multidisci-
plinary creator, recognized with honors including Best Animated Short, Best 
Short Film, and Best Visual Effects.

DIRECTOR STATEMENT:
Dreams often vanish at sunrise, yet some linger - too vivid, too familiar. One 
night, i experienced seven of them. Different lives. Different times. Each com-
plete, each unfinished. I awoke with the sense that they were not stories I imag-
ined, but something I remembered.

This film is a quiet attempt to hold onto the ungraspable. To resist meaning, and 
instead, surrender to sensation. There is no plot, no resolution - only moments 
that drift, and dissolve.

In making it, I found myself questioning the solidity of identity, the line between 
memory and dream, between what is lost and what was never real.

Perhaps we don't dream of who we are, but of who we've been elsewhere.

If these images feel familiar, maybe we've dreamt them together.

PRODUCTION NOTE:
This film was fully directed and crafted by the artist, using digital animation and 
contemporary visual tools to render each frame as a translation of memory and 
emotion.

DIRECTOR’S BIO

•





STILL FRAMES



First-Time Filmmaker
England

United Kingdom
Official Selection

Lift-off Filmmaker
England

United Kingdom
Official Selection

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection

AWARDS







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Heidi Ryu Ying Yau and Athira Hanita Shaumi are two students from the One 
Academy, both sharing love for animation and film making, equally passionate 
when it comes to creating work that moves audiences.

SYNOPSIS
Set during the 1940's, in a remote remote town of France where war ravages the 
lands and famine plagues the people, two nuns are trappped within a church com-
pletely deprived of food, pushing one of them to make a decision.

DIRECTOR'S STATEMENT
Matriphagy was created to explore the fragility of humanity and dignity in the 
face of extreme circumstances. War destroys not only cities and lives, but also the 
very  foundations of civilization, reducing people totheir most primitive instincts.
The element of cannibalism was not intended to portray horror or body gore, but 
rather to serve asa powerful lens to examine desperation, sacrifice, and survival. 
It becomes a metaphor - one that questions the limits of morality when pushed to 
the brink of starvation and impossible choices.

•





STILL FRAMES



AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection







DIRECTOR’S BIOS

Antanas Skucas is a film director and data artist, lectureer at the Vilnius Academy 
of Arts. Since 2005, he has been working in animation. His debut animation short 
"Childhood Diary" (2009) was awarded by the Lithuanian Silver Crane Award. In 
2015, he established the film production company "Tylus Kinas". He also works in 
new media, including XR, VR, AR, AI.

Julius Zubavicius obtained a multimedia Director BA degree. In 2011, Julius 
moved to London to further his film sound career, where he continues to live and 
work. Julius has been working on more than thirty film projects as a sound de-
signer, recordist, and composer.

SYNOPSIS
This is an AI generated film. Sine Anima means soulless. The film explores an 
undefined formof life that is neither animal nor human. These are moments of 
srtificial life created by artificial intelligence, a flurry of deformed shapes and odd 
instances. Everything appears so real and unreal at the same time. Does a world 
created by artificial intelligence lack a soul?

•

-
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AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection











DIRECTOR’S BIO

Rodolpho Pinotti is an award winning director of stop-motion animations, with 
over 80 selections in national and international showcases and festivals. In 2024, 
he directed the short film, "O Barco" ("The Boat"), which won Best Animation at 
the IX Cuzco Underground Cinema Festival and The I Inland Independent Film 
Festival in Portugal. That same year, he directed the short film, "Bicicleta Ver-
melha" ("Red Bicycle"), awarded Best Film and Best Direction at the X Oscar Ju-
nior Festival in Jundiai, Best National Animation at the Paraty International Film 
Festival and at the Canoinhas International Film Festival, and Best International 
Animation at the XIII International Tour Film Festival in Italy. Currently, he has 
initiated two projects with the collective Centopeia Pia: a stop-motion animated 
short film and the development of a feature-length screenplay, both inspired by 
the life of the clown, Benjamim de Oliveira.

SYNOPSIS
The Boat is a story about the inevitability of change, the beauty of memory, and 
the cyclical nature of life. Set on an isolated island, the film explores the universal 
theme of rites of passage - those moments in life when we are called to leave be-
hind the familiar and venture into the unknown. Through the journey of a young 
girl who defies her mother's fears to explore the world, the film reflects on the 
tension between holding onand letting go, between the safety af the known and 
the allure of the new.

•





STILL FRAMES



AWARDS

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection







DIRECTOR’S BIO

Chih Hao Shen is an internationally awarded writer, director, and multidisci-
plinary creator from Taiwan.

Through a distinctive blend of animation, documentary, and experimental film, 
his work contemplates themes of environmental stewardship, human rights, ani-
mal welfare, and education.

His films have been showcased at RIFF - Rhode Island International Film Festival 
(USA), Clearmont-Ferrand Short Film Market (France), Sedicicorto Forli Inter-
national Film Festival (Italy),  SUNCINE (Spain), AVANCA (Portugal), and Red 
Cross Film Festival (Bulgaria)

An author of over ten books, he also led the Chinese-language merchandise de-
sign for the Lord of the Rings Trilogy, using cinematic storytelling to foster a 
deeper awareness of Earth, life, and our shared future.

DIRECTOR"S STATEMENT
For me, this film is a deeply personal -yet wordless- confession. It emerged during 
a time of profound emotional emptiness, when life felt hollow and questions about 
existence offered no answers. Words failed me, but images did not.

I chose to build the film with illogical, dreamlike imagery - waterfalls flowing up-
ward, whales suspended like stars, mirrored dimensions folding into themselves.

•

These are not mere spectacles, but metaphors: for 
the absurdity of existence, the disorientation of 

grief, and the elusive nature of meaning. From the 
moment we're born, the countdown begins. and in 
the silence that follows, we are left with the most 

human question: "Who am I?"
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AWARDS

Amsterdam New Cinema Film Festival
Amsterdam
Netherlands

Award Winner

Athens International Art Film Festival
Athens
Greece

Award Winner

Indo Dubai International Film Festival
Dubai

United Arab Emirates

Earth Day Expo Festival
Wyoming

United States 
Official Selection

Anima Cinefest International Animation Film Festival
Hamilton, New York

United States
October 28, 2025

Anima Cinefest 2025 Official Selection

Young Kinovek International Film Festival
Krasnodar

Russian Federation
Official Selection











Festival Acknowledgments

Anima Cinefest is honored to have the support of our international filmmakers, 
our community movie theater, and our local and global audience of animated film 
lovers. This generous support has allowed the festival to offer outstanding and 
exceptional programming to the public, provide much needed support to our tal-
ented filmmakers, make significant contributions to the animated film industry, 
and attract new talented animation filmmakers to the medium.

•



Learn More:
For Festival Audiences
www.orbitalsound.biz

•

For Filmmakers
www.filmfreeway.com/AnimaCinefest

http://www.filmfreeway.com/AnimaCinefest


Free  Festival Event
# Join Us for the Free Animation Festival at the Hamilton 

Movie Theater in Hamilton, New York!

Some material submitted to the festival may be inappropriae for children under the age of 18

**Event details.**
- **Date.** October 28, 2025

-**Time.** 6:30 PM
-**Location.** The Hamilton Movie Theater, Hamilton, New York

The festival will feature **14 captivating animated films** from **nine differnt countries,** showcas-
ing a diverse array of styles and narratives. Each film reflects the unique culture and artistic vision 
of its creators, making this event a truly global experience. Whether your'e a fan of  heartwarming 
stories, whimsical adventures, or thought provoking themes, there's something for everyone!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7LejX4A1YLg
http://www.orbitalsound.biz

